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adventurer or sentimental soldier who cannot find*
what he seeks among the industrialised cities of
Europe, but can satisfy his desires for wandering,
killing, and conquering among the fortunate and
less civilised inhabitants of Asia and Africa* But
it would be a mistake to consider that the ideas of
sentimental adventurers were ever a determining
cause of the imperialist expansion of European
States during the last hundred years, The passion
for adventure in some colonial governor or soldier
may have, particularly in India, furnished a
convenient excuse and starting point for a policy
of expansion, but no State or statesman has ever
professed a policy or acknowledged a duty of
providing in an African and Asiatic Empire a field
for the activities of their more restless and roman-
tic subjects* More influence has been exercised
upon imperial policy by another and more import-
ant sentimental belief. In France, Britain,
Germany, and Italy the speeches of responsible and
irresponsible statesmen and the writings of his-
torians and publicists show a very widely and
firmly held belief that the acquisition and retention
of imperial possessions and dependencies outside
Europe reflects great glory on the European State*
* I am ipeaking of the period t*efore 29x4*